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RESOURCES FOR UPTON BUSINESSES AND WORKERS 

AFFECTED BY THE COVID-19 ECONOMIC INTERUPTION  
(Updated January 28, 2021) 

 

To assist Businesses and Workers in Upton during the COVID-19 Pandemic, the Town of Upton 
will provide the public with the latest information on resources available from the Federal 

Government, Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and other local agencies as emergency 
measures and programs are announced. Please check back frequently. 

UPDATES:  
 

SBA and Treasury Announce PPP Re-Opening; Issue New Guidance 

The U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA), in consultation with the Treasury Department, announced 

today that the Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) will re-open the week of January 11 for new 

borrowers and certain existing PPP borrowers. Updated PPP guidance outlining Program changes to 

enhance its effectiveness and accessibility was released on January 6 in accordance with the Economic 

Aid to Hard-Hit Small Businesses, Non-Profits, and Venues Act. 

This round of the PPP continues to prioritize millions of Americans employed by small businesses by 

authorizing up to $284 billion toward job retention and certain other expenses through March 31, 2021, 

and by allowing certain existing PPP borrowers to apply for a Second Draw PPP Loan. 

Key PPP updates include: 

• PPP borrowers can set their PPP loan’s covered period to be any length between 8 and 24 weeks 
to best meet their business needs; 

• PPP loans will cover additional expenses, including operations expenditures, property damage 
costs, supplier costs, and worker protection expenditures; 

• The Program’s eligibility is expanded to include 501(c)(6)s, housing cooperatives, direct 
marketing organizations, among other types of organizations; 

• The PPP provides greater flexibility for seasonal employees; 
• Certain existing PPP borrowers can request to modify their First Draw PPP Loan amount; and 
• Certain existing PPP borrowers are now eligible to apply for a Second Draw PPP Loan.  

A borrower is generally eligible for a Second Draw PPP Loan if the borrower: 

• Previously received a First Draw PPP Loan and will or has used the full amount only for 
authorized uses; 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001UUx2CoB0B6RWKktcXHCEQQ8LS_PTKnSuqjlZ8FtzH5fGtfTrkB2MGHO4I_Gc2oZXmOGrLoDzFOzlZ0_eQJ0OqwEcp1djP3QOcuMBFvs3tWCFk4Rc-aK2qEkmJ_l5PGdustg3UTPs8yIp2SRld7Tn3hzai-lEG3RzHvjjX74IQ1rEpkCcH2KSzOd2azBa4fJzpneLJ1DMzp7eFrmaLSBv_JyGw1T1thGIvdT_IxsZtj8c76ODLs5U03ze7cfErLpknqqOfIviD7JNkt5d1cDJKGt9pLknbrGJC-_FugXMKQ-NgfRt11Pzzgk-Q0saKpqdZJkcUuiC7feiWc941WP6HsFDIKyHevfUFUFnOdVamCYP-dfYeoyplav6j3OxBuyNh5Wobd4Nna-bfv60u1PtxxJhBeX7CqgR0wQsOVyVFIK_d-XbfnjI0q0pUvCiNBA-crr5J69BR3zM6HaJPhb_q-juw0hCi6WSY7tZbFLpgNodVeD1MAC9ymbxvPVN8a_iDIUPYoHUT8kJLstkpiXczA==&c=P_utT1gvSVBpG8bMlmPz9UChPxO5OB2KmlfHop4VYWggNJ5rhwmDEg==&ch=cWCZk73d75lTGpZOyiOsh52DBf9OJNGFavbM1J9zb8NxlfCFXFS5SQ==


• Has no more than 300 employees; and 
• Can demonstrate at least a 25% reduction in gross receipts between comparable quarters in 

2019 and 2020. 

The new guidance released includes: 

• PPP Guidance from SBA Administrator Carranza on Accessing Capital for Minority, Underserved, 
Veteran, and Women-owned Business Concerns;  

• Interim Final Rule on Paycheck Protection Program as Amended by Economic Aid Act; and  
• Interim Final Rule on Second Draw PPP Loans.  

 For more information on SBA’s assistance to small businesses, visit sba.gov/ppp or treasury.gov/cares.   

 

Governor Baker Announces Plans to Lift Business Curfew and Nighttime 

Stay-at-Home Advisory  

Effective Monday, January 25, at 5:00am, the Stay-at-Home Advisory for the hours of 10pm – 5am is 

rescinded. Effective Monday, January 25, at 5:00am, the Mandatory Early Closure of Businesses Order 

requiring certain businesses to close by 9:30pm will be rescinded. On Monday, January 25, at 5:00am, 

the following businesses and activities listed below may operate past 9:30pm: 

*Restaurants  

*Arcades & Other Indoor & Outdoor Recreation (Phase 3, Step 1 businesses only)  

*Indoor and Outdoor Events  

*Movie Theaters and Outdoor Performance Venues  

*Drive-In Movie Theaters  

*Youth and Adult Amateur Sports Activities  

*Golf Facilities  

*Recreational Boating and Boating Businesses (e.g. charter boats)  

*Outdoor Recreational Experiences  

*Casinos and Horse Tracks/Simulcast Facilities  

*Driving and Flight Schools  

*Zoos, Botanical Gardens, Wildlife Reserves, Nature Centers  

*Close Contact Personal Services (e.g. hair and nail salons)  

*Museums/Cultural & Historical Facilities/Guided Tours  

*Gyms/Fitness Centers and Health Clubs  

*Indoor and Outdoor Pools  

Gatherings may go beyond 9:30pm. Liquor stores and other retail establishments that sell alcohol may 

sell alcohol past 9:30pm; adult use cannabis retailers may also sell cannabis after 9:30pm  

Note – Phase 3, Step 2 businesses must remain fully closed 

  

The 25% temporary capacity and gathering limits remain in place until 5AM on Monday, February 8.  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001UUx2CoB0B6RWKktcXHCEQQ8LS_PTKnSuqjlZ8FtzH5fGtfTrkB2MGHO4I_Gc2oZXujKx3GLj59QCvvY_COrjowurmJx_Ha5n_Y0H2ex4_RTDeLqx-BsuNuG-YY-2wIe7ZNPNYQiBxxw7Gz5F8PncL4cHuXVvEB40VYjIS4lD3eKbqfNxeEepE0QgAD3uVyE7XcQHYMHEbhE8NSpDw3kLAGqG-a86vXcogcZk5zaIhE76RVblv1HWbF5sJohWif-ctlchN0unyW4ZBdtbpI4fPNTEww5iqqHZesv7Jexmmmwzwxfwc19yeAzx-UR6JjoaLECY6XNecN_tty_eUNUAsxh32Q7nkvpUzSlDK1QKUNCdlc2DG-ZQnNjtIefvXhAU1BzeETp5M598tjvZ6Lkdroukz9iGDJazR1U3dfRJazwy4OoUWWdNQTfd95d-CGZNOD9uBF5fbhA2Kp3W2VcpZAXhhEf6wWcdaP62YTpMb7f_BupwDH0sLnGwxPaC39Ju0scPgQdb8vybzRsx_dq0l_u0Z94kvL2aoY2JsuZK5zuTs4J9-SHN7LTjNqunu42176V2OFhZcmemIcDCYNQOH1AC5h3KACIvycBmwfjd-7mzfwH3GJh_5-K6wdZlQVhcG-5KQhGeDbH-NlTL6J62hqe3bBLVxTw9c2VlOZmy5jIRJlYtI596WA==&c=P_utT1gvSVBpG8bMlmPz9UChPxO5OB2KmlfHop4VYWggNJ5rhwmDEg==&ch=cWCZk73d75lTGpZOyiOsh52DBf9OJNGFavbM1J9zb8NxlfCFXFS5SQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001UUx2CoB0B6RWKktcXHCEQQ8LS_PTKnSuqjlZ8FtzH5fGtfTrkB2MGHO4I_Gc2oZXujKx3GLj59QCvvY_COrjowurmJx_Ha5n_Y0H2ex4_RTDeLqx-BsuNuG-YY-2wIe7ZNPNYQiBxxw7Gz5F8PncL4cHuXVvEB40VYjIS4lD3eKbqfNxeEepE0QgAD3uVyE7XcQHYMHEbhE8NSpDw3kLAGqG-a86vXcogcZk5zaIhE76RVblv1HWbF5sJohWif-ctlchN0unyW4ZBdtbpI4fPNTEww5iqqHZesv7Jexmmmwzwxfwc19yeAzx-UR6JjoaLECY6XNecN_tty_eUNUAsxh32Q7nkvpUzSlDK1QKUNCdlc2DG-ZQnNjtIefvXhAU1BzeETp5M598tjvZ6Lkdroukz9iGDJazR1U3dfRJazwy4OoUWWdNQTfd95d-CGZNOD9uBF5fbhA2Kp3W2VcpZAXhhEf6wWcdaP62YTpMb7f_BupwDH0sLnGwxPaC39Ju0scPgQdb8vybzRsx_dq0l_u0Z94kvL2aoY2JsuZK5zuTs4J9-SHN7LTjNqunu42176V2OFhZcmemIcDCYNQOH1AC5h3KACIvycBmwfjd-7mzfwH3GJh_5-K6wdZlQVhcG-5KQhGeDbH-NlTL6J62hqe3bBLVxTw9c2VlOZmy5jIRJlYtI596WA==&c=P_utT1gvSVBpG8bMlmPz9UChPxO5OB2KmlfHop4VYWggNJ5rhwmDEg==&ch=cWCZk73d75lTGpZOyiOsh52DBf9OJNGFavbM1J9zb8NxlfCFXFS5SQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001UUx2CoB0B6RWKktcXHCEQQ8LS_PTKnSuqjlZ8FtzH5fGtfTrkB2MGHO4I_Gc2oZXUP0GrT-tUGoeI1W0Y2e_yttl3EoFqF5IEkTiuy6HZ5yz8jqF3zWMnC5nAVspW27Y-D2Aqtdm11I0kcleORMlfz4yWy5vB1fRBYiJfDetpLBtm_3g9skV3HpN6nImulMZwDOh_Tv8-GniN3nuVSF6vSPdTE0VXpENY3mT7Dfh_AnGXeeiaouQCFsP310i078GPTjqCTTnmje8GzDgNTj5NNl6zIwURzOY_A8Fpzze0QflSrvk7e4_axU1CVpuz_7qeXFgpmC9vqwRWRaE13C1eZ3Uryygm2ZYThx8B4BkC_v3w5U1VZdisWIKz7qAUFCdEqSa9Dgz0w6geGP_QzI70Axxj34U3F3T9WdQTfGVQ66HwriFGB98gnNcP90qFV8qjMRjqwG0I_Gx9mdNAOCT-N2lTxfSrO-gJD_CVtf02ywdE--4XHgBnjOi7x5vFnnYllCFlLV68tK6SXaTmehs9ryV_BUirPYQ_TfDCyGcH7Vr7Zphp1330BYRVwTVDaGyju3SBr-1Ylf0Ni0zFtJSBozfIey-M6DYmbPkKEKXikv1WNfTGW-QvFVmVa-RLr862G43YFiH-xwE2nSQ4J-v1vexb_74Zby9ygpXcr4_TzzssO6TsHrSoIF1H0HJlZRX2LiTwldPnkjIxpr966HLIBCg2K6jB9dgMxSJkwtp7aFruszwTL99c2NEqGYwUTTbAgwLMe_qEQtbyp0SA7Y3F9ujOoQxrJ-p&c=P_utT1gvSVBpG8bMlmPz9UChPxO5OB2KmlfHop4VYWggNJ5rhwmDEg==&ch=cWCZk73d75lTGpZOyiOsh52DBf9OJNGFavbM1J9zb8NxlfCFXFS5SQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001UUx2CoB0B6RWKktcXHCEQQ8LS_PTKnSuqjlZ8FtzH5fGtfTrkB2MGHO4I_Gc2oZXp9PIFZBPSo5d1FdQO9T3cIvMbk_ViGlZTcapEdQfR4HtPkZ4DJoR6IaVXbC6kPdNdUQX7GDvjsywU0VWgoUleSuvuTM_EAsTaMPc80dJ0P0mUBS6IDZHXFOCCkgZLVUD1twLKRzP9olLdNuzoKG-BvMILtg7wWAyPk-Q1KsOX9zx_xJs-ifrSUwooaOxZzKR_H9Mw1ALjGPUkyPxf2_2DiUBYf0y1R6UY3vlKxS9fjhlk5mmk_hpJSaZHQRO0j0UohdyTLyxYU_a5wzLvj0qhg_UKy6m19jIg7kARGcNNBOgQRQXve1TfjPRepGC_VZO7yJYJ3us01Q7LIm7AAHMUXb4IvAVxEfx2b25CmaJI1wTSIp4lY6rS-nWzxc32k_IWYAQuBmGsgnvm8wjneJPss_nTeYkmJUNlZWf7mBzmQfzEChnZfenmQ_xL0CZCev86Lq79RgdDDoW61JMa6MBPjHCnS6bY-NCrWeE1DlivpdyySPYMHtiO5XyecKohXpu7es44v3qbfZFcAUYJkp9aP1_d8hvo84wwANPc6WiztXMuY2wNkNBSeVth9oDuWegpt0GREyhgWj2CEAxl20m9O_jd3WPjyHx_IIFWNTlRDWSIn32b9JbUSXZHVyLKbIM&c=P_utT1gvSVBpG8bMlmPz9UChPxO5OB2KmlfHop4VYWggNJ5rhwmDEg==&ch=cWCZk73d75lTGpZOyiOsh52DBf9OJNGFavbM1J9zb8NxlfCFXFS5SQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001UUx2CoB0B6RWKktcXHCEQQ8LS_PTKnSuqjlZ8FtzH5fGtfTrkB2MGHO4I_Gc2oZXq_l8oR-aW6B4ks-2MpKksLBh0kv4pmsICcuaFjjzqaVWrD6vFZ4-Cbzp6OrAusI1k9SDPvT6pPexvFmX1WyGvTp8Hrnc2bXJ2hSYT1g951E_k3Uw9nnCSPHK40V1dFjfoWnEqo6jBqimG3Vn_23lASTsRAy79N_mq87-TYz6Cbhh4_pHbSIQjrfDX2Y0xQTzYiamladVvbhRXViEphG6Hyqq3gNTBNPYjESg4pry7Js87v-9lTa8KWi6pjMdBg_YmvgqLkKn3c0x6ciebl_5C7ea6zg61EaCzuuUirs55abk2tQFDhNLjNKlnFJwSB43f7NIHUtWfn4Gy-UwS6Y0G3X1Tb5GCVivcAX1B-_7jWXSSx4AfjUxg0mLZmk2mdkz6-pIwC8ouPbRs6Povh5Ycfu6Jg56FQ2I5O6paKphhdIIOKzMf4T-komQkNMD4a1lIV7WtSAHY00lI0VyPwIyP05A2fAcoNUHBy5JdreWOHRlARh-G_wnMFTtFNDEXQPx446s3ob1nP-nuBzLhilMfJmThntwxRsJC6-2WGZjOSdJRpFn9Rv-XNjMQ5GB9rqaZa9E9HOeY-ssXxGPtkXwaVhFaA6EMCX1&c=P_utT1gvSVBpG8bMlmPz9UChPxO5OB2KmlfHop4VYWggNJ5rhwmDEg==&ch=cWCZk73d75lTGpZOyiOsh52DBf9OJNGFavbM1J9zb8NxlfCFXFS5SQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001UUx2CoB0B6RWKktcXHCEQQ8LS_PTKnSuqjlZ8FtzH5fGtfTrkB2MGHO4I_Gc2oZXM1t264JKIUKKqiEoyy27spjsz-tqKDhHA12NfPVF3s_q_Tqt025HqQDKKd4BL-4NjeQc4yta_RcgAiTemHtlxKax8NrFE1hT1COdgIHoQ8WFiDsSYUDmh3wpmfRtqfS8rBD7LVMph1i4XkCbPd1bvU_PMyh5W4mU6EwrvOzjfMgV1Hls-p5kk6KTXeP1c3E4iAPzT1ysLk-N7s782QNh61Z4NmZEA7yKCUkEdE30t9wqaKlaV1R66zvki8rWSi27z9KluX4OvXJHbIKnXdDaRj0PqZ9sn5WfJBzzZMU-ps4eSYrOROY0mSJv1ZdPtfE93VCC1s11J7sHiGinPCWWZA-HbCZsTDQoN_7514oERxEm1f9wcw4mCPHlyKLwTXWqRobGgDAYHmoaS8shWMeufiQecg-3w9S3FQqQorSX_bC1V0uTcjY0q3vrHKtCkYXyy1apO_RWk7n-SghfckPzLaLM9yg8uKO42qtMM4mfzHbmJ8KuW5Mrl3VjcRMMEx8_&c=P_utT1gvSVBpG8bMlmPz9UChPxO5OB2KmlfHop4VYWggNJ5rhwmDEg==&ch=cWCZk73d75lTGpZOyiOsh52DBf9OJNGFavbM1J9zb8NxlfCFXFS5SQ==


 

Federal CRRSAA Signed into Law on December 27, 2020  

The Coronavirus Response and Relief Supplemental Appropriations Act of 2021 (CRRSAA) — which was 

signed into law on December 27, 2020, as part of a larger government appropriations bill — provides 

more assistance to individuals and businesses harmed by the impact of the coronavirus pandemic. The 

CRRSAA provides direct payments to individuals, revises key aspects of the CARES Act to provide more 

flexibility to businesses and offers enhanced federal unemployment benefits.  

 What does it mean for small businesses? 

 Reopening and Revisions: Paycheck Protection Program 

The PPP has been reopened so more businesses can apply for the first time, and some companies can 

apply for a “second-draw” PPP loan. The bill also expands the types of expenses that can be paid for 

with PPP funds and makes forgiveness easier to obtain for businesses that took out loans worth less 

than $150,000. Applications for new and second-draw PPP loans are open until March 31, 2021, or until 

funds are exhausted.  

• The second loans will be limited to those with fewer than 300 employees that have seen drops 

of at least 25% of their revenue during the first, second, or third quarter of 2020. It also reduces 

the amount a borrower can receive from $10 million to $2 million, gives businesses more 

flexibility on how they spend the money and simplifies the forgiveness process for loans under 

$150,000.  

• It carves out $12 billion for minority-owned businesses.  

• It expands eligibility to more nonprofits including 501(c)(6)’s as well as local newspapers, TV, 

and radio broadcasters.  

Changes to Business Taxes 

The CRRSAA makes PPP loans non-taxable and ensures that the majority of business expenses paid for 

with PPP loans are also not taxable. The legislation also makes businesses eligible to receive both PPP 

loans and the Employee Retention Tax Credit (ERTC), whereas they were not eligible under the original 

CARES Act. 

Reopening of the EIDL Grant Program 

The bill allocates more money for the Economic Injury Disaster Loan (EIDL) grant program that had been 

expanded in the CARES Act. This will allow some businesses to receive up to $10,000 in EIDL grants.  

Stimulus checks 

The package sends direct stimulus payments of $600 to individuals. Eligible families will receive an 

additional $600 per child -- which is $100 more than Congress gave families in the first round of relief 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001V7i0wxkavZikjSS-nlV1UNRANvkdfaFDZemGhadbnAX8xyOJpjJUMF2KrkNZf81PwinFHuRD6bsyA3xbGNcslgPrhRMVZftfm2ThJGhEDs9wfb77HxJ1ke1hxLwH5YoGPc2NWiLpCrMLro6GG20xG4zWe1Qr4187rmDlaCgjShAZk_dgDOsZ3K4pKnr_IMNyoMnOy_tObN-Ce0l7lgtQr


last spring.  The payments start phasing out for individuals with adjusted gross incomes of more than 

$75,000, and those making more than $99,000 will not receive anything. The income thresholds are 

doubled for couples. The amounts will be based on 2019 incomes. Those who filed their 2019 tax 

returns will receive their money automatically, as well as Social Security recipients and those who 

uploaded their bank account information using the IRS's online portal to receive their first payments. 

Undocumented immigrants who don't have Social Security numbers remain ineligible for the payments. 

But in a change from the first round, their spouses and children are now eligible as long as they have 

Social Security numbers. 

 NOTE: The proposed $2,000 stimulus check for citizens is still being debated. However, the $600 

payment is going forward and many have already seen direct deposits into their accounts.  

 Unemployment Benefits 

Those currently unemployed will receive a $300 weekly federal enhancement in benefit through March 

14.  The package also extends -- by 11 weeks -- two other pandemic unemployment programs that were 

created in the CARES Act in March which were set to expire on 12/31/2020. 

The Pandemic Unemployment Assistance program initially expanded jobless benefits to gig workers, 

freelancers, independent contractors, the self-employed, and certain people affected by the coronavirus 

for up to 39 weeks. The Pandemic Emergency Unemployment Compensation program provided an 

additional 13 weeks of payments to those who exhaust their regular state benefits.  Both programs will 

now close to new applicants on March 14, but continue through April 5 for existing claimants who have 

not yet reached the maximum number of weeks. 

The measure also provides a federally funded $100 per week additional benefit to those who have at 

least $5,000 in annual self-employment income but are disqualified from receiving Pandemic 

Unemployment Assistance because they are eligible for regular state unemployment benefits. 

In addition, the package gives states the authority to waive overpayments in cases where the claimant is 

not at fault.  

 
OTHER RESOURCES  
 
Free Workplace Posters from UMass Memorial Health Care 
 
UMass Memorial Health Care is providing free posters through the Worcester Regional Chamber of 
Commerce to help workplaces inform employees and limit the spread of COVID-19: 
 
https://www.worcesterchamber.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/COVID-Prevention-Business-Posters.pdf 

 

https://www.worcesterchamber.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/COVID-Prevention-Business-Posters.pdf


 
Secretary Kennealy Issues Letter to All Commonwealth Businesses 
 
The Secretary of Executive Office of Housing & Economic Development for the Commonwealth of 

Massachusetts, Mike Kennealy has issued an important letter to businesses: 

READ THE SECRETARY'S IMPORTANT LETTER TO BUSINESSES 

 
 
New PPP Forgiveness Application  
 
On October 8, the Small Business Administration and Treasury Department announced a new, simpler 
application for forgiveness for PPP loans totaling less than $50,000. The new form is called Form 3508S 
and is a single page with a second optional borrower demographic information page.  

 
Access New Form HERE.   
 
Access Original Loan Forgiveness Application HERE. 
 

 
Small Business Strong Established to help Women- and Minority-Owned 
Small Businesses  
 
Small Business Strong is a private and public sector partnership set up to help women and minority 
owned small businesses navigate the devastating impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. We recognize that 
our 650,000 Massachusetts small businesses are the lifeblood of our towns, cities and communities. 
Small Business Strong provides expedited, pro-bono resources to small businesses ranging from access 
to capital to consulting, business restructuring, business growth, digital marketing and customer 
engagement plans.  
 
For more information: https://www.smallbstrong.com 

  
 

SBA Announces Grants, Loans Available to Farms, Agricultural Businesses 
  
Agricultural businesses are now eligible for SBA’s Economic Injury Disaster Loan (EIDL) and EIDL Advance 
programs. SBA’s portal opened on May 4th as a result of funding authorized by Congress through the 
Paycheck Protection Program and Healthcare Enhancement Act. The legislation, signed into law by the 
President one week ago, provided additional funding for farmers and ranchers and certain other 
agricultural businesses affected by the Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic. Eligible agricultural businesses 
must have 500 or fewer employees.  
 
The SBA will begin accepting new EIDL applications on a limited basis only, in order to provide 
unprecedented relief to U.S. agricultural businesses. For agricultural businesses that submitted an EIDL 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001f0H25gKlxAysJl_jQV1_qht35IKzjUDeWLPRM2-WCBUr01CUsz5R7uNUPpWqALNFR6_Yd0oRHHG8-y9XOaZMWKdJAapT69keGAlGUgryGowqB-vOdTQalQY5pRWFMI-CkhNinrRbhpoEBsApTyNu2oTSb4b-2TMUqV4cSaG4YcRo74NFckevn8rr1c2j7_wl5vrv6WQEp83ZRFVjq7Z3QlKf97KuzirHwLh4rWT3I3QLNS-hY1__k8_6HaNWUjO9AErkvlCVEBP6l1tpJzNdhrM7jVd_mx8FvWd_79BuA0NeVvV_wdjIIGgYgMLViE3ThssNhpNt9za5-UkO1ZmTo1oMZ6ffZAmNOwrgNeSAKWgybFreYLb5XSaCL2ebkIUsJULRgW3QHShotB3FOLzDyWq33l5yeoNEuxqm7A4nuMQ=&c=8_csb1YRXlVBjzVGcTCBZGsnY-OMsqm91ZrD47Kh7TkV6IAIQAhapg==&ch=PdA-aHujEU-wM04WjLCJgecxAx_NuMeKZ3RG5SBdWbU33_fGwPUlcA==
https://www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/2020-10/PPP%20Loan%20Forgiveness%20Application%20Form%203508S.pdf
https://www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/2020-05/3245-0407%20SBA%20Form%203508%20PPP%20Forgiveness%20Application.pdf
https://www.smallbstrong.com/


loan application through the streamlined application portal prior to the legislative change, SBA will move 
forward and process these applications without the need for re-applying. All other EIDL loan applications 
that were submitted before the portal stopped accepting new applications on April 15 will be processed 
on a first-in, first-out basis.  
 
For more information, please visit: https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/disaster-assistance 

 

 
Resources for the Creative Community  
 
The Worcester Cultural Coalition has established a repository of resources for the creative community at 
https://worcesterculture.org/creative-community-resources. This page is updated regularly to include 
grant and low-interest loan opportunities, resources for individuals and nonprofits, impact surveys to 
gauge the needs of the cultural sector, and additional coverage of the state of the arts in the wake of 
COVID-19.  

 
Non-Traditional Employee Unemployment Filing  
 
Pandemic Unemployment Assistance (PUA) provides up to 46 weeks of unemployment benefits to 
workers not traditionally eligible for unemployment benefits (self-employed, independent contractors, 
workers with limited work history, and others) who are unable to work as a direct result of the 
coronavirus public health emergency. 
 
Learn more and apply: https://www.mass.gov/how-to/apply-for-pandemic-unemployment-assistance.  

 

 
Southern Worcester County EDO/CMRPC Resource Listings for Businesses  
 
A webpage has been set up to be a one-stop-shop to access the latest material produced by CMRPC for 
the Southern Worcester County Economic Development Organization.  
 
Click here for more information: https://www.cmrpcregionalservices.org/covid19  
 

 
Online Small Business Assessment from CMRPC  
 
CMRPC has created an online assessment for small businesses. A small business owner can use this 
assessment to be walked through the eligibility requirements and details of relief support. The online 
assessment will be continuously updated.  
 

 
 
 

https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/disaster-assistance
https://worcesterculture.org/creative-community-resources
https://www.mass.gov/how-to/apply-for-pandemic-unemployment-assistance
https://www.cmrpcregionalservices.org/covid19
https://cmrpc.typeform.com/to/oUWJ28


MassHire Central Region Workforce Board Lists COVID-19 Resources 
  
The MassHire Central Region Workforce Board (MCRWB) is listing numerous COVID-19 resources for 
employers and job seekers. See MCRWB’s webpage below:  
 

https://masshirecentral.com/covid19resources 

 
 

Eversource Offers Businesses a Payment Plan to Ease Financial Obligations  
 
Eversource is offering special, extended payment arrangement for business customers. On any past-due 
amount, with $0 down payment, businesses will have 12 months to pay. They will also connect 
businesses with state and federal assistance programs for which your business may be eligible.  

 
MORE INFO: https://www.eversource.com/content/ema-c/residential/safety/protect-yourself/responding-to-covid-19 

 
 
 

Service Industry Employees Resources  
 

If you work in the service industry here are two resources that may help with assistance: 
 

• The Restaurant Opportunities Centers United (ROC United) is offering cash assistance to 
restaurant workers who are out of a job. For details visit https://rocunited.org/relief 

 
 

• The One Fair Wage campaign is also offering assistance to those in the service industry that have 
had their incomes impacted. Please visit https://ofwemergencyfund.org/help 

 
 

Economic Injury Disaster Loan Emergency Advance  
 
In response to the pandemic, small business owners in all U.S. states, Washington D.C., and territories 
are eligible to apply for an Economic Injury Disaster Loan advance of up to $10,000.  
This advance will provide economic relief to businesses that are currently experiencing a temporary loss 
of revenue. Funds will be made available following a successful application. This loan advance will not 
have to be repaid.  
 
The SBA implemented a $1,000 cap per employee on the advance, up to a max of $10,000. So, a 
business with three employees, for example, would be eligible to receive $3,000 up front.  
 
Eligibility  
 
The SBA’s Economic Injury Disaster Loan provides vital economic support to small businesses to help 
overcome the temporary loss of revenue they are experiencing as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
This program is for any small business with less than 500 employees (including sole proprietors, 

https://masshirecentral.com/covid19resources
https://www.eversource.com/content/ema-c/residential/safety/protect-yourself/responding-to-covid-19
https://rocunited.org/relief
https://ofwemergencyfund.org/help


independent contractors and self-employed persons), private non-profit organization or 501(c)(19) 
veterans organizations affected by COVID-19.  
 
To apply for a COVID-19 Economic Injury Disaster Loan and loan advance, click here.  

 
 

Worcester Chamber of Commerce Email 
 
To keep its members and non-members updated on available resources and the Chamber’s response to 
COVID-19, for the foreseeable future the Worcester Regional Chamber of Commerce will issue daily 
emails at noon. These emails will contain a variety of information from local, state, and federal loans to 
the offerings of local businesses and best practices.  
 
Subscribe here: Subscribe to Worcester Chamber of Commerce E-News  

 

 

If you have questions, please contact Upton’s Economic Development Coordinator/Town 

Planner Paul Dell’Aquila at 508-603-0219 or pdellaquila@uptonma.gov 

 

https://covid19relief.sba.gov/#/
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001zyOLoEKlyAbcKTYvbU4OK2_0jjxBZ40znGjecZl9OrIZKy87YEiskbnjt0Ke_B7vtxdROzb8A6BCClOnu9xOOxk1MkWCGpgBsqd4qEDKTw4%3D
mailto:pdellaquila@uptonma.gov

